74        UNDER FOUR ADMINISTRATIONS
about an adjustment with the local authorities, by v he was as highly esteemed as by the missionaries.
Another expression of the Government's enmity to the activities of our missionaries was the treatment 1 accorded the colporteurs, or persons who went a selling Bible tracts. The agents of the American as as the British Bible Society were constantly and trarily being arrested. They were charged with p their trade without license, yet when they made apj tion they were never able to get license. From tir time I protested against these arrests and securec release of one after another of the agents; but the 1 to be done was to prevent arrests.
The fact was they were being made without real c Before these tracts or any other material could be pr: a permit had to be obtained from the Ottoman Go ment.  The material had to pass censorship before i1 allowed to be printed, so that the very fact of its ap ing in print was proof of the authorization of the cei I held that, once printed, to prohibit the sale of tracts was in restraint of commerce; that there w. reason why book hawkers should be under different lations from hawkers of any other wares.
I prepared an argument along these lines, wh: presented to the Grand Vizier, and he agreed wit] conclusions. He forthwith gave orders for the relee all colporteurs and that no further arrests were 1 made. The British Bible Society, of course, ben< equally with our own by these orders, and I received grateful appreciation through my colleague, Sir Wi White.
All this hostility toward the missionaries and work might be construed to be founded upon an obje